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See Bird, a Native American making the rounds of the rodeo circuit at the turn of the century, is perhaps the hero we should have had instead of The Lone Ranger.  I say that as a fan growing up. Like Tonto, See Bird does heroic deeds without wearing a mask and while dealing with racism. 
In the book The Legend of See Bird: Kiamichi (Book 3), Author Karl Stewart transports his readers to a time when the west was still the frontier but with horseless carriage and telephones slowly changing the landscape. He then has us follow along as See Bird goes on an epic journey with adventures that lead him to fight horse thieves, racists, and mountain lions. 
Just as I settled in to see what befalls See Bird next, Stewart gave me a twist that I welcomed as See Bird befriends Teddy Roosevelt. Infused with real history, Stewart gives us a story befitting our most heroic president.
While this book is where I joined the Legend of See Bird (In that I did not read the other books in the series first), I found the story easy to slip into.  With a minimum of exposition, I was able to learn who See Bird was, the challenges he faced, and the world he lived in.
It has been a long time since I’ve read a western, but I was pleasantly surprised how much I got immersed in this time period. It allowed me to revisit a world where the good guy fights for what is right and is best friends with his horse.
The characters are memorable while maintaining their authenticity.  The action scenes were well set out and exciting. Stewart adds twists and turns to the story without artificial devices. I recommend reading this book all the way through to the afterword. 

Reviewer Thomas Cannon was named as the inaugural poet laureate of Oshkosh in the fall of 2021. Thomas is the author of the books Shattered and The Tao of Apathy (available on Amazon). He is also published in various journals such as Midwestern Gothic and Corvus Review. Thomas is active in the Oshkosh writing community, having helped establish the Lakefly Writers Conference. Please consider subscribing to the Youtube channel he cohosts: Author Showcase of Oshkosh. Join him on a conversation about poetry on the Oshkosh Poet Laureate Facebook group.





